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PROBLEM OF STUDENTS’ DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR AT HIGHER EDUCATION
INSTITUTIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION'

The article is devoted to the consideration of a current pedagogical problem of preventing deviant educa-
tional behavior that is common among students of higher education institutions. The author analyzes the
conditions of the existence in the practice of educational activities of trainees of cheating, prompts, com-
pilation, plagiarism and other negative forms of educational behavior implemented in the information
and communication space in the context of the digital transformation of modern society. Taking into ac-
count the provisions expressed by the author will help to solve the problems of improving the quality of
professional training of young specialists in the Republic of Belarus.
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0.10. 3MHOBUY,

acnupaHT Kadeaprl ICUXO0JIOTUU U IIEarorH4ecKoro MacTepcTBa

I'YO «PecnybnukaHCKU HHCTUTYT BBICIIEH IKOJIBDY,

npernojaBartenb KadeaApbl MApKETHHTa M MEXIYHApOIHOTO MEHEIKMEHTA
[Tomecckuit rocyqapcTBEHHBIN YHUBEPCHTET, T. [InHCck, PeciyOnmka benapych

ITPOBJEMA JEBUAHTHOI'O YHEBHOI'O IOBEJAEHUA CTYAEHTOB
YYPEXJIEHUU BBICIIETI'O OBPA3OBAHUA B YCJIOBUAX HIU®POBOU
TPAHC®OPMAIIUU OBIIECTBA

Cmambsi noceswena pacCmMOmpeHuro akmyaibHol nedazo2uyeckol npooiemvl npedynpericoenuuss 0esud-
HIMHO20 Y4eOH020 N08edeHUs, PACNPOCMPAHEHHO20 CPeOU CMYOEHMO8 YupexcOeHull 8vicie20 0bpazosa-
Hus. ABMOpoOM AHATUUPYIOMCA YCIO08US CYUWECTN80BAHUS 8 NPAKMUKE 00pA308aMeNbHOU OesmelbHOCHU
0byuaemvlx CRUCHIBAHUS, NOOCKA30K, KOMAWIAYUU, NIA2UAMNA U UHbIX He2amMUSHbIX opm yuebHo20 nosge-
OeHus, peanu3yemoz0 8 UHGOPMAYUOHHO-KOMMYHUKAYUOHHOM HPOCMPAHCINGE 8 YCI08UAX YUGposoti
MPAHCHOPMAYUU COBPEMEHHO20 COYUYMA. YUuem 6b1600UMbIX ABMOPOM NOLOAHCEHU OYOem CRocobCcmeo-
8amb peueHuI0 3a0ay NOGbIUEHUA KA¥ecmed npoghecCUOHAIbHOU NOO20MOBKU MOJIOObIX CHeYUAIUCINO8 8
Pecnybnuxe benapyce.

Knrouesvle cnosa: uyugposuzayus odbwecmea, yugposas mpaunchopmayus, UHDOPMAYUOHHO-
KOMMYHUKAYUOHHOE NPOCMPAHCMB0, CUucmema oopaszosanus; Oesuanmuoe yyebHoe nogedenue, HOpMd,
o0bpazosamenbHas OesAmenbHOCTb.

! Cratbs my6IMKyeTCs B aBTOPCKOil PeIaKIum.
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Introduction. Under the conditions of mod-
ernization changes in education aimed at suc-
cessful implementation of effective models for
training specialists for all sectors of economy in
the Republic of Belarus the study of the problem
associated with negative manifestations of this
activity in such forms as cheating, prompts, fal-
sification, compilation, plagiarism is extremely
important in the context of related scientific is-
sues. Unfortunately, the examples are not excep-
tional both for general secondary education and
for higher education. Technologisation of the
forms and the widespread adoption of malprac-
tices of students’ negative actions at various lev-
els of education in the conditions of implement-
ed in the modern society processes of digital
transformation point out the gravity of the prob-
lem and update the proposed directions of sci-
entific search.

Some experience has been accumulated in
modern science in consideration of social, legal,
psychological and pedagogical aspect dissemi-
nation of examples of standard violation for per-
formed educational activity in such forms as the
use of cribs, prompts, cheating, falsification,
plagiarism and other forms. The analysis of sci-
entific publications [1-11] allows drawing a
conclusion about the recognition of the rele-
vance of the subject and allocating the main the-
oretical and methodological approaches to the
definition of phenomenological essence of the
features under study, identifying the most rele-
vant and promising directions  of  scientific
search.

Common social significance of the existence
problem of academic fraud negative examples in
science and education (falsification, plagiarism
and other forms) including from the perspective
of the definition of social and historical genesis
of the phenomenon under consideration identi-
fied by the following authors such as A.V. Niki-
tov and V.N. Punchik, [7; 8]. The authors has noted
the public danger of the dissemination and scaling of
the practice of violation of the standards for per-
formed educational and scientific activities and
the absolute necessity of their academic and le-
gal assessment.

Main part. In the conditions of society digi-
talization the actions on the use of electronic
cribs, prompts, falsification and plagiarism, im-
proper borrowing from another author in the
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worst examples of continuity have not been
eradicated and they, on the contrary, continue to
be replicated with the development of infor-
mation and communication environment and the
integration of the technologies for the use of
high-tech learning tools in education at the lev-
els of general secondary and higher education.
Social significance of the problem is updated by
observation of the practices in performing vari-
ous types of work such as review, unsupervised,
laboratory-based and academic research work,
reports on the practice, reference papers, essays,
course and diploma projects, Master’s research.

The negative aspect of legal and ethical
sides in problem acuteness determination em-
phasizes the fact that the students of higher edu-
cation institutions resort to the help of Private
Unitary Education Services Enterprises, believe
that the acquisition of another's intellectual
property and applying of the materials without
attribution as well as borrowing from the pub-
lished materials on the Internet are acceptable.
The problem of promotion and advertising ser-
vices contributing to the rapid spread of different
forms of students’ deviant learning behavior in
the information and communication environ-
ment is scaling in the context of the ambivalence
of the social environment indicated by authors’
works [1; 2; 9—-11].

The attention is focused on legal aspects of
students’ deviant learning behavior in the learn-
ing activity organization system in higher educa-
tion in scientific research carried out by O.V.
Dremova, V.N. Monaho, E.V. Sivak, E.D.
Shmeleva and T.I Semenova [1; 6; 10-11]. In
the context of social and legal approaches the
negative examples of educational activity in the
student environment are treated as the forms of
academic fraud and crime due to social condi-
tions prevailing in the student community. The
main motives of the incorrect learning behavior
are the pressure of external circumstances, pla-
giarism possibilities connected with the lack of
proper control, inability to assess authorship au-
thenticity and quality of the work performed,
providing inaccurate information, professors’
indifference to the students’ supposed difficul-
ties and self-justification. Taking into considera-
tion the understanding of academic values E.D.
Shmeleva and T.I. Semenova define the men-
tioned forms of incorrect learning behavior as
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unacceptable academic fraud regulated by the
requirements stipulated in the educational insti-
tution's charter — “unfair methods or actions
prohibited by the university rules related to edu-
cational activity and undertaken by students to
gain an unfair advantage in study” [11, ¢. 101—
102]. For example, the phenomenon of plagia-
rism from the point of view of legal studies and
law demonstrates the violation of intellectual
property rights that is an administrative and
criminal offence. Plagiarism is legally consid-
ered as intellectual theft, appropriating of the
subject matters of intellectual property, their
misuse and illicit spread. The supporters of so-
cial and legal approaches rightly point out the
fact that technical means of replicating the prac-
tice of cheating, using hints, cribs, compilation
and plagiarism in different forms repeated by
different generations and technologized with the
use of cutting edge facilitate both the erosion of
the traditional moral and ethical norms and ena-
bling proper environment for administrative of-
fences.

From the perspective of psychological and
pedagogical approaches outlined in the research
works of N.V. Latov, Y.V. Latova, V.L. Lo-
zitsky, E.I. Medvedskaya, A.V. Nikitov, V.V.
Radaev and I.S. Chirikov [2-5; 7; 9] the authors
update the existence of complex and contradic-
tory system of needs, motives, values, images
and actions causing the choice of the learning
behavior model connected with the practice of
cheating and using cribs, falsification, compila-
tion and plagiarism. V.L. Lozitsky submits that
the phenomenon of the behavioral practice se-
lected by the students of higher education insti-
tutions can be described “... in the context of the
provisions of the educational activity motivation
concept which are applicable to the analysis of
motivational sphere in learning and choice
of goal-oriented incorrect behavioural strate-
gies” [3, c. 307]. In terms of the goal-oriented
learning behavior model to resolve the contra-
dictions among current needs, view of reality
and social requirements “a student in whose in-
correct learning behavior a goal-oriented nature
dominates adjusts his or her behavior by choos-
ing a strategy for achieving a maximum possible
result optimizing available resources [3, c. 306—
307]. It has been observed that the choice of the
forms of students’ incorrect learning behavior at
higher education institutions depends on the lev-
el of the universal competence formation. The
higher the level of universal competences is, the
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more complicated form of cheating or other neg-
ative actions students choose to avoid detection
of breaking the rules or criticism and in some
cases the punishment for incorrect learning be-
havior. Within the psychological and pedagogi-
cal approaches the behavior is advisable to de-
termine as students’ deviant learning behavior.
Students’ deviant learning behavior at higher
education institutions is understood as a special
form of educational activity which is manifested
in punishable violation under moral, ethical, ac-
ademic and legal norms and requirements and
the reason for conscious personal choice is the
contradictory system of motives, values, images
and actions.

It is clear that the presence of various deviant
learning behavior forms in institutional organi-
zation of modern university in current terms of
evolution to the model “University 4.0” comes
into sharpest collision in relation to the current
academic and legal norms and requirements hav-
ing subjected the control and assessment system
of future specialists’ step-by-step competence
formation process to distort. The blurring of eth-
ical requirements and moral norms of the stu-
dents at higher education institutions prevents
the formation and development of universal
basic professional and specialized competences,
increases their own competitiveness in the labor
market, following integration processes of
young professionals into professional activities.
The negative behavior role model is an obvious
example of undeveloped components of basic
personality culture — information culture.

A reason of a low level of the formation of
students’ information culture and functional lit-
eracy may be related to evolutionary processes
of transition to the information society. Social
dynamics as a characteristic feature of any in-
formation society enhances the amount of
knowledge that is the basis of students’ func-
tional literacy and reduces the period of devel-
opment and improvement of our competences
applying them in professional activities in the
information and communication environment,
adaptation of an individual to new living condi-
tions and acceptance of new social status by an
integral personality. Functional literacy is a dan-
ger to developing society from an economic,
social and cultural perspective. This aspect re-
quires deeper scientific reflection in connection
with perspectives of researches the stated issues.

A student who is faithful to deviant learning
behavior being implemented in the information
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and communication environment tries to avoid
taking the responsibility for the quality of his or
her own education resulting in progressive loss
of competitiveness of the future young special-
ist. It is clear that in terms of adaptation of the
personality to the conditions of changing society
of Digital Age the importance of level for-
mation of his or her information culture as a
base for implementing the principle of life-long
learning is of increasing importance.

Conclusion. The acuteness and complexity
of the nature of the problem of deviant learning
behavior conducting by students at higher edu-
cational institutions in the information and
communication environment and the analysis of
the reflection of research the stated issues by
psychological and pedagogical science allow to
single out a number of fundamental generaliza-
tions which are important for identification of
promising areas and assignments for scientific
inquiry within scientific discussion.

The estimation characteristics of the scien-
tific problems of investigation of the phenome-
non of students’ deviant learning behavior at
higher education institutions as extremely rele-
vant issue is focused on the understanding of the
importance of its solution for ensuring the objec-
tives facing the educational system of the Re-
public of Belarus in the context of the digital
transformation of modern society. The evolution
of institutional organization of modern universi-
ties toward the model “University 4.0” demands
higher development of mobility in educational
activities, the technologization of thinking and
interpersonal communications in the information
and communication environment.  With
the transition of a significant part of organization
and implementation of educational activities into
the virtual space will require an absolute resolu-
tion of the objectives of qualitative organization
of the educational process and preventing nega-
tive examples of deviant learning behavior.
The acuteness and complexity of the nature of
the problem require an integrated, holistic solu-
tion which should be based on the scientific re-
search of the declared subjects.
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